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ALSO INSIDE
The Dynamic Dolls Dance Team 

march up West Broadway 
Avenue North during a parade 

that kicked off a Juneteenth 
block party on June 19th. 

Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

Northsiders celebrate history and community.

Juneteenth Joy

Car thefts hint at youth in crisis.
Page 5
Meet the valedictorians for 
North and Henry high schools. 
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Grants available 
for Black 
prosperity
 On Juneteenth, St. Paul-based Nexus 
Community Partners unveiled a new multi-
million dollar fund to help descendants of 
the African slave trade living in Minnesota 
and the Dakotas build prosperity.
 The $50 million Open Road Fund is 
designed to help Black communities cultivate 
wealth and prosperity. Over the next eight 
years, the fund will award $50,000 grants to 
some 800 applicants to be used for wealth-
building-projects in areas that include  
education, financial well-being, housing 
and economic justice. The fund is resourced 
through the Bush Foundation.
 There are no income caps or minimums. 
Black people, age 14 and up, especially 
the formerly incarcerated, single parents, 
senior citizens, LGBTQ+ and those living 
with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 
The Open Road Fund  will accept individual 
applications but groups devoted to building 
long-term wealth in their communities 

should also apply. 
 Visit www.nexuscp.org/open-road-
fund  to apply. The application period closes 
on July 28.
 “Nexus has a chance to provide a 
return on the investment Black folks have 
long made to this country and create 
Black wealth,” said Repa Mekha, president 
and CEO of Nexus Community Partners. 
“When we have access to an abundance of 
resources, we can cultivate healing, safety, 
care and liberation on our own terms.”

Bush Foundation 
recognizes local 
leaders
 A Henry High School educator and a 
founder of a Black maternal health care 
center based in North Minneapolis were 
among 24 community leaders recently 
named Bush Fellows. 
 Alexander Leonard, a dean of 
students at Henry, is the co-founder of the 
Community Connected Academy, which 

has produced encouraging graduation 
rates. In just five years, the academy has 
bolstered graduation to 99.8 percent. With 
his fellowship, he plans student Somatic 
Abolitionist methods in education and 
hopes to form a collective of Black and 
Brown educators. 
 Rebecca Polston founded Roots 
Community Birth Center, 1901 44th 
Ave. N, which is one of only five Black-
owned accredited birth centers in the U.S. 
The model of care is culturally based to 
reduce and  heal disparities and increase 
practitioners of colors. The center’s 
C-section, breastfeeding and serious 
health issue prevention rates are lower 
than the overall rate for the Twin Cities, 
according to the Bush Foundation. She will 
travel the U.S. and to other countries to 
study how other Black birth centers have 
adopted anti-racist and cultural practices 
for maternal health. 
 There were nearly 600 applicants from 
Minnesota and the Dakotas. Each fellow 
receives grant money to cultivate new skills 
in leadership. 

North Minneapolis at a glance

Mason Voss, 11, and his sister Aubrey Voss, 10, set up shop In June on a 
corner in North Minneapolis to sell Kool-Aid. It's their first month of many 
summer days the sibling duo plan on flagging down cars for a sweet and cold 
beverage. They made $75 dollars on one of the hotter days  but that did not 
stop them from sampling their own product.  Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

The Capri Presents: Nunnabove
7:30 Friday, July 7 / $20

The Capri Presents: Shaun LaBelle
with Stokely and Randy Scott
7:30 Thursday, July 13 / $40

TICKETS: capri.simpletix.com • MORE: thecapri.org

2027 W. Broadway, Mpls

DOJ report shows 
MPD has a long 
road to reform
 The U.S. Department of Justice 
report examining the practices of the 
Minneapolis Police Department will leave 
the reader sick. 
 An investigation that began 
following the police murder of George 
Floyd, the 92-page report is filled 

with troubling examples of how MPD 
used excessive force and committed 
“egregious discriminatory misconduct” 
against Black, Brown and Indigenous 
people during enforcement activities 
over the years.
 The findings were released June 19 
and Mayor Jacob Frey says the consent 
decree the city will enter with the justice 
department gives officials a tool to 
transform policing here. 
 Ideally, accountability will be 
standard procedure and not something 
that only occurs when an act of brutality 
like Floyd’s murder is caught on cellphone 
video. 
 The report left me wondering how 
police leadership going forward will treat 
red flags, such as racial slurs and other 
dehumanizing language, a frame of 
mind that can turn even the most routine 
encounters into a powder keg.
 In the presence of investigators, 
some offending officers did nothing to 
conceal their attitudes. 
 So how can a consent decree tackle 
the ingrained bias, bigotry and contempt 
that permeates the department’s culture? 
 “It’s a sign of the reality of what exists 

in policing,” police Chief Brian O’Hara 
told North News. “There are issues of 
bias and racism in police just as there are 
. . . in society as a whole. We can take 
advantage of the technology. We have 
body-worn cameras and we can ensure 
every interaction that an officer has, 
particularly during an enforcement, is 
recorded and that a process is in place 
for routine review and hold officers 
accountable when there is some sort 
of micro aggression or outwardly clear 
violation of policy.”
 During the Christmas season of 2018, 
MPD officers applied racist decorations to 
a tree in the lobby of the Fourth Precinct 
station. Among traditional ornaments 
were a pack of Newport cigarettes, malt 
liquor cans, police tape and a cup from 
Popeyes.
 “In essence, they’re calling us trash,” 
one witness told DOJ investigators. 
 The officers involved were fired once 
the community learned of the tree. The 
inspector of the precinct was caught 
laughing about the tree on video and 
was demoted (the fired officers were 
reinstated after an arbitration hearing). 
 Sadly, the report noted that officers 

today view the Christmas tree incident 
as overblown and “just a joke.” 
 “There doesn’t need to be an 
extended debate as to whether we need 
an early intervention system,” Frey said. 
“To get to the root of these issues is going 
to take years and millions of dollars. I am 
feeling the weight of the work that is 
having to take place but I am optimistic 
we can make the change.”

David 
Pierini,
Editor

A nice pitcher of summer memories

Correction:
 An article in the April 28 
edition on City Council candidate 
Victor Martinez’s bid for the DFL 
nomination mischaracterized his 
vote for President Donald Trump 
as unapologetic. Though Martinez, 
running against Ward 5 incumbent 
Jeremiah Ellison, admits voting in 
the Republican primary, Martinez 
said he does not publicly discuss 
the candidates he votes for.



4    NORTH NEWS NORTH NEWS      5   NEWS NEWSJune 30, 2023

By Azhae’la Hanson, Reporter 

 A rash of car thefts has alarmed 
community leaders in Minneapolis 
because of who is behind the wheel – 
kids.
 One recent police pursuit of a stolen 
car in North Minneapolis ended in a crash, 
a damaged bus stop and several injuries 
to kids inside the vehicle..
 The alleged driver was 12.
 Just how to prevent youth from thefts 
and dangerous joy rides was the subject 
of two separate news conferences held at 
the Hennepin County Government Center 
on June 14, following the Northside crash. 
 At one, Hennepin County Attorney 
Mary Moriarty announced a new hotline 
that offers social worker intervention for 
parents struggling with a child’s troubled 
behavior. She also spoke of changes in 
the juvenile court process and how youth 
offenders are charged. 
 Following Moriarity’s conference, civil 
rights attorney Nekima Levy-Armstrong 
convened a coalition of Black parents 
and youth outreach groups to call for 
partnerships with government entities 
and the juvenile justice system to support 
at-risk youth with various interventions 
and community caregivers. 
 Minneapolis Public School Board 
Chair Sharon El-Amin says kids are crying 
for help from grappling with trauma and 
having nothing to do. 
 “We have to take a holistic approach,” 
El-Amin said. “We need our hands 
wrapped around our children.”
 With about 4,100 cases, this year’s 
total is already more than double from 
last year, police said. 
 A significant portion of the carts 
stolen are Kias and Hyundai because 
many models lack electronic immobilizers, 
which prevents starting the engine 
without a proper key.
 Word on how to hot wire these 
particular cars has spread on social 
media and youth are enticed by online 
challenges. 
 In Minneapolis, the average age in 
these car theft cases are 15. 
 Levy-Armstrong says the public can 
not turn a blind eye to socio-economic 
conditions and the role that they may have 
played in the uptake in youth offenders. 
 “We have to remember that not 
only did they deal with the crisis of the 
COVID 19 pandemic, they also are in the 
city in which George Floyd was brutally 

murdered at the hands of the Minneapolis 
Police Department,” Levy-Armstrong 
said. In addition, when we think about 
the effects of COVID-19 we know that it 
has had mental health impacts, emotional 
health impacts, as well as financial 
impacts for too many families that were 
already struggling before the pandemic 
even happened.”
 Prior to Levy-Armstrong’s 
conference, Moriarty proposed strategies 
of prevention that include social worker 
intervention and a change to the court 
process for arrested juveniles.  
 “We cannot ignore the early warning 
signs that a child is headed down the 
wrong path," said Moriarty. 
 The hotline is now available for 
Hennepin County families to use for 
support if they are overwhelmed with a 
child who’s having mental or behavioral 
issues. This call will also include a visit 
from a social worker within an hour of the 

By Azhae’la Hanson, Reporter

 Marvin Haynes, serving a life 
sentence for murder, is fighting to obtain 
crucial information he believes will prove 
his innocence. 
 Haynes was 17 when he was 
convicted as an adult and sentenced 
to life in prison for the 2004 murder of 
Randy Sherer, who was fatally shot while 
working at his family's flower shop in 
North Minneapolis.
 Aided by new counsel, Haynes, 35, 
filed a lawsuit against Hennepin County 
and the City of Minneapolis, accusing 
them of suppressing essential evidence 
in his case. Haynes is seeking to compel 
compliance through the Minnesota 
Government Practices Act (MGDPA) 
which states government entities are 
required to comply with data requests.
 According to the lawsuit, “The MGDPA 
requests Mr. Haynes sent to Minneapolis 
and Hennepin Country sought records 
that would assist him in conclusively 
demonstrating he was framed or used as 

a scapegoat for a crime he did not commit 
by certain members of the Minneapolis 
Police Department (MPD) and Hennepin 
County Attorney's Office (HCAO).”
 May 2023 marked Haynes’s 19th year 
in prison. His sister Marvina Haynes said 
he’s been working to prove his innocence 
since his conviction. 
 “He's dedicated since day one to his 
wrongful conviction,” Marvina said. “All of 
his time since the age of 16, he has spent 
researching his case and trying to bring it 
back.”
 In the lawsuit, Haynes cites a lack 
of physical evidence linking him to the 
murder.
 Despite the lack of tangible proof, 
he was convicted based on eyewitness 
testimonies.  According to Haynes and 
his lawyer, these witnesses were either 
coerced into providing false statements or 
have since recanted their previous claims, 
raising doubts about the accuracy of their 
original accounts. 
 One of the witnesses was Hayne’s 
cousin Isiah Harper, who was 14 at the 

time of the arrest. 
 In 2022, Harper signed an affidavit 
recanting his testimony to Marvin's 
confession. He says a confession never 
happened, and Marvin is innocent.  

 “Minneapolis police officers contacted 
me for information suggesting that Marvin 
was the perpetrator. At first, I told  them 
the truth, which is that I did not know 
anything about the murder,” Harper said 
in the affidavit. “The officers would not 
accept that answer. They kept pressuring 

me and threatened me with criminal 
charges if I did not cooperate.” 
 The Great North Innocence Project, 
which investigates wrongful convictions, 
took on Marvin's case in March to 
advocate for his exoneration.
 According to a Star Tribune report 
on March 4, Nancy K. Steblay, emeritus 
professor of psychology at Augsburg 
University, evaluated Haynes' evidence 
for the Innocence Project. She said “poor 
identification procedures may have 
contributed in this case to eyewitness 
identification error and false eyewitness 
confidence.”
 Despite the evidence indicating 
Marvin's case was mishandled, Mike 
Furnstahl, now retired prosecutor on 
Marvin's case, told the Star Tribune that 
he remains adamant that the right person 
was found guilty. He was a prosecutor 
on another case, that of Myon Burell, 
who was 17 when he was convicted for 
murder in 2002. Burell’s sentence was 
commuted in 2020.

Can car thefts by kids be prevented? Leaders look for a holistic solutionConvicted of murder, Marvin Haynes seeks to proves his innocence in lawsuit

Back and neck pain affect people from all backgrounds
but not everybody has access to care. 

 
 

The Partners4Pain Research Study 
is looking for volunteers!

Back pain? Neck Pain? 
Both?

Visit 
www.partners4pain.orgYourBlueLine.org 

Your neighborhood. Your business. You.

35-505-20-23_BlueLIneExt_Metre_10_25x5_0575in.indd   135-505-20-23_BlueLIneExt_Metre_10_25x5_0575in.indd   1 2/17/23   1:33 PM2/17/23   1:33 PM

Continued on page 23
Northside resident Linda Benford held a photo the car crashed into a bus stop on Penn 
and Olson Memorial Highway while fleeing from police involving the alleged 12-year-
old driver and 5 other juvenile passengers.  Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

“He's dedicated since 
day one to his wrongful 

conviction. All of his time 
since the age of 16, he has 
spent researching his case 
and trying to bring it back.” 
Marvina Haynes, sister of Marvin Haynes
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Fred Davis, right, strikes a pose with his Ford Mustang.

Clockwise from top:

Northside, 
We Outside 
 Food trucks, business vendors, 
and cars of all shapes and sizes 
met in the parking lot of the 
Davis Center on West Broadway 
Avenue North in a show of sweet 
wheels during the ‘Northside We 
Outside’ family event Saturday, 
June 3. 
 The event was sponsored 
by U.S Bank Access and the 
City of Minneapolis to promote 
community peace, safety, and 
non-violence. 
 Car show spectator Aj 
Flowers, 15, came with a group 
of his friends, “We didn’t have 
nothing to do today so I was 
excited when I saw this,” he said. 
“Sitting in the car and revving up 
the engine was my favorite part 
of the day.”

Photos by Azhae’la Hanson

This Chevy Camaro won best car in show. Owner and Northsider 
Harold Palm began renovating the car in 2020 after a lung 
transplant. His wife, Norma Palm, encouraged him to put his energy 
into something he loves. 

Caleea Spurlock, right, shows off a painting she created to Stormy 
Ayers at one of the vendor's tables.

Minneapolis City Council members LaTrisha Vetaw (Ward 4) and Jeremiah Ellison (Ward 
5) were inaugurated in January 2022 and January 2018, respectively. We have invited 
them to keep in touch with the community through this monthly column in our newspaper.

catch up with our 
Council Members

WARD 5:
Jeremiah
Ellison

WARD 4:
LaTrisha 
Vetaw

 Hello, Ward 4!
 I hope everyone had a 
great June and were able 
to take advantage of all the 
amazing community events 
for Juneteenth, Pride, and the 
start of the summer. This was 
my busiest month yet, but I 
loved seeing all of you outside 
celebrating.
 I would like to share an 
update on something exciting 
the Ward 4 Office has been 
working on.

Canadian Pacific Railway 
Crossings
 My office receives a constant 
stream of complaints regarding 
the Canadian Pacific Railway 
crossings. I agree with all of 
you that the current situation is 
unacceptable, and needs to be 
addressed. My office has been 

in communication with U.S. Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar as well as our 
friends over at MnDOT to learn 
about what opportunities exist 
to address this problem.
 We have discovered there 
are quite a few federal funding 
opportunities for improving 
rail crossing infrastructure. We 
are working with the senator’s 
office to pursue these funding 
opportunities.
 The Railroad Crossing 
Elimination (RCE) Grant Program 
provides funding for rail crossing 
improvement projects that 
focus on improving the safety 
and mobility of people and 
goods. Eligible projects include 
grade separation/closure, track 
relocation, and the installation 
of protective devices. There is 
around $500 million in funding 
available each year through 

2026.
 The Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvements (CRISI) Program 
funds projects that improve 
safety, efficiency, and reliability 
of intercity passenger and 
freight rail. There is about $1 
billion in funding available each 
year through 2026.
 The Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) Grant 
Program funds road, rail, transit, 
and port projects that promise 
to achieve national objectives 
and have a significant local and 
regional impact. There is around 
$1.5 billion in funding available 
each year through 2026.
 The INFRA Grant Program 
awards grants for multimodal 
freight and highway projects of 
national or regional significance 

to improve the safety, efficiency, 
and reliability of the movement 
of freight and people in and 
across rural and urban areas. 
There is around $1.5 billion in 
funding available each year 
through 2026.
 If you are looking for a way 
to help, we would love to hear 
some of your testimonials that 
we can use to emphasize the 
urgency of this issue to state 
and federal partners. If you are 
willing, please send a testimonial 
of how the blocked intersections 
at Humboldt, 45th, and Lyndale 
have impacted you to our email 
at ward4@minneapolismn.gov.
 Again, never hesitate to reach 
out to our office by phone 612-
673-2204 or email ward4@
minneapolismn.gov. Looking 
forward to hearing from you!

  It's incredible to 
see Northside’s brilliance, 
creativity, and culture shine at 
community events and seeing 
our neighbors gather, especially 
for celebrations of Black culture, 
history, and excellence during 
Juneteenth. Our people celebrate 
Juneteenth to commemorate the 
emancipation of our African 
American ancestors and to 
honor stories of resilience, 
courage, and hope. As we 
reflect on their stories, I want 
to acknowledge there is still 
work to be done to end systemic 
racism, discrimination, and 
achieve collective liberation. I am 
committed to continue working 
for our people to achieve 
collective liberation and pass 
policies centered and led by our 
community. I am grateful to my 
colleagues at City Council for 
passing a resolution honoring 
and recognizing this national 
holiday and to Sen. Bobby Joe 
Champion for his advocacy in 

establishing Juneteenth as a 
state holiday so that all Black 
Minnesotans can celebrate our 
history together. 
  My office also recognized 
Sickle Cell Awareness Day 
on June 19 by passing a 
resolution honoring the sickle 
cell warriors who are out 
there. There is a serious need 
to raise awareness, advocate 
for systemic change, promote 
research and collaborate with 
healthcare professionals to 
eliminate harmful disparities 
associated with the disease. I 
want to give gratitude to all the 
health care professionals who 
work relentlessly to manage this 
disease and to all the advocates, 
support groups and non-profit 
organizations who are working 
to raise awareness and spread 
education. Thank you to the 
Mikayla Sarai Foundation for 
bringing this to my office’s 
attention. It was an honor to 
bring forward the resolution. 

  Council member Vetaw and 
I authored a mold ordinance 
which the council passed 
unanimously at a recent 
meeting. This ordinance seeks 
to implement mold remediations 
by updating current ordinances 
to be more effective in reducing 
mold hazards and providing 
more information to property 
owners and renters. Exposure to 
mold can cause a range of health 
problems, including respiratory 
issues, allergies, headaches, 
and even neurological problems. 
Mold can create unsafe living 
and working conditions, 
particularly if left untreated 
for a prolonged period. It can 
weaken the structural integrity 
of buildings, creating hazards 
for occupants. This ordinance 
will help ensure properties are 
maintained in good condition, 
protect the health and well-
being of occupants and prevent 
costly property damage. If you 
have mold issues in your home, 

reach out to 311 to report it and 
our city staff will respond.  
 The city is excited to host its 
third-annual Black Business 
Week. It takes place July 24- 
30. August is National Black 
Business Month. To start it off, 
we’re having a wide range of 
events and activities. To learn 
more, visit the city’s website and 
search Black Business Week.  
 Join me from noon to 1 p.m. 
every Monday for Open Coffee 
Hours! This is a chance for me 
to hear directly from you while 
we share coffee or a meal 
(virtually). Office hours are on 
first come first serve. Please try 
not to call past 12:50 p.m. so we 
can have enough time to chat. 
RSVP at www.minneapolismn.
gov/ward5, and my staff will 
follow-up with call-in details. 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, reach out to Dieu Do, 
Policy Associate, at dieu.do@
minneapolismn.gov. 
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BEST DAD
YOU CAN BE

Need help supporting your family?
We can help. 

BE THE 

FATHER Project provides resources
so you can reach your goals.

• Case management & Child Support Services
• Employment & Referral Services
• Parent Support Groups & Family Activities

LOCATIONS
Minneapolis:
Sabathani Community Center
310 E. 38th Street, Suite 204

St. Paul:
Goodwill Easter Seals Minnesota
553 Fairview Ave. N.

CONTACT US
612-724-3539  |  gesmn.org/FatherProject

Senator Bobby Joe Champion, Autumn Frazier-
Cotten, and Seitu Jones share stories about Camp
Katharine Parsons, Phyllis Wheatley Community
Center’s outdoor oasis for generations of Northside
youth, founded in 1956 and run each summer for
nearly 50 years. 

Join us as we give an update on the restoration of
Camp Katharine Parsons and curate an oral history
of former campers’ memories of time spent at the
Carver County camp. Camp alumni are encouraged
to bring pictures and stories to share.

Moderated by Anthony Taylor. 

Collaborator: Minnesota Historical Society.

POSTCARDS FROM CAMP PARSONS
 

Monday, July 10
6pm — 7:30pm

 
SUMNER LIBRARY

611 Van White Memorial Blvd | Minneapolis
612.543.6875

hclib.org
 

REGISTER AT WWW.HCLIB.ORG/EVENTS
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Center’s outdoor oasis for generations of Northside
youth, founded in 1956 and run each summer for
nearly 50 years. 

Join us as we give an update on the restoration of
Camp Katharine Parsons and curate an oral history
of former campers’ memories of time spent at the
Carver County camp. Camp alumni are encouraged
to bring pictures and stories to share.

Moderated by Anthony Taylor. 

Collaborator: Minnesota Historical Society.
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By Azhae’la Hanson, Reporter 

 Xcel Energy canceled a $9 million 
project that was planned for the 
installation of microgrids and solar arrays 
at community centers that serve diverse 
populations. 
 In 2022, Xcel Energy announced it 
would begin a project called “Resilient 
Minneapolis” to work with community 
organizations to install solar and battery 
microgrids with Minneapolis community 
centers. The projects came about 
as a joint effort between the City of 
Minneapolis’s Sustainability Division and 
Xcel Energy to address long-standing 
inequities in communities that have been 
disproportionately vulnerable to climate 
change. 

 “Resilience Hubs” were intended to 
be a crucial lifeline for communities when 
facing unexpected disruptions in power 
supply. These stations would have served 
as reliable sources of electricity, providing 
critical support to residents in times of 
need, such as severe weather events or 
natural disasters.
 Xcel and the city  partnered with 
community organizations to lead and 
create a plan for the Resilience Hubs, one 
of which was Renewable Energy Partners 
(REP), the solar developing company in 
North Minneapolis led by Jamez Staples. 
 While REP is a developer, Staples says 
they have been focused on supporting the 
Northside community in case there was 
another major power outage like in 2011 
when a tornado devastated the Northside 
and left residents without power for 
multiple days. 
 The battery microgrids would have 
been placed throughout the community at 
three Minneapolis Public School buildings, 
Franklin Middle School, Elizabeth Hall 
Elementary and the Nutrition Center on 

Xcel Energy 
pulls funding for 
Resilience Hubs

West Broadway Farmers Market is run by Appetite For Change, 
using food as a tool to build health, wealth, and social change in 
North Minneapolis.

Join us this season: afcmn.org/wbfm 

In partnership with:

June - October | 3pm - 7pm
The Plaza @ the Capri (2027 W. Broadway Ave)

Come thru 
for fresh 
produce and 
local products 
every Friday

Cash, Credit/Debit, 
EBT, Market Bucks & 

Fresh Bucks accepted 
by most vendors

Continued on page 23
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By Alanee Wright, North News intern 

 Joseph Sutton has celebrated 
Juneteenth all his life but this year feels extra 
special.
 For the first time, the day marking 
the official end to slavery in America was 
recognized as a Minnesota state holiday.
 “It is important for us to feel the 
importance of having our voices heard, and 
having this holiday recognized,” said Sutton, 
a Northsider his entire life. “This holiday is 
huge for people to realize that this is a day 
of celebration. It is a Black people’s Fourth of 
July.”

 North Minneapolis celebrated the 
Juneteenth weekend with several events. 
People marched in the streets, sang chants, 
and highlighted Black businesses. People 
were recognizing the generations before 
them that sacrificed so much for Black 
freedom.
 Juneteenth commemorates the day in 
1865 when, union soldiers informed slaves 
in Galveston, Texas they were free. They 
were the last group of slaves to learn of 
their freedom some two and half years after 
President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation.
 Slaves celebrated their newfound 

freedom and the joy that followed. Over the 
years, it became a holiday celebrated by 
Black Americans across the nation. In 2021, 
it became a federal holiday. 
 On Feb. 3 Gov. Tim Walz signed a 
bill making Juneteenth a state holiday. It 
was a bill sponsored in the Senate by Sen. 
Bobby Joe Champion, who represents North 
Minneapolis.
 “First of all, we want to thank the 
government for making Juneteenth a 
(state) holiday but know that we have been 
celebrating freedom within our communities 
for so many generations,” said Lee Henry 
Jordan, a long-time organizer of local 

Juneteenth celebrations. 
 “So, the story has always been and will 
always be there within the community and 
within our families.”
 It is a holiday dedicated to the triumph 
of knowing that until all of us are free, none 
of us will be free. Juneteenth is a long-term 
reflection and action on the fight for freedom 
that Black ancestors died for. 
 This June 17 celebration is a testimony 
to the impact of recognizing the parts of 
American history that have been left out. 
 Minnesota is taking steps to 

Northsiders reflect on an extra special Juneteenth

The Brass Solidarity 
Group paraded down 
West Broadway and 

gave Northsiders 
a jazzy tune. 

Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

With a fan in hand, Martha Holton Dimick showed she’s a fan of North Minneapolis 
during a June 17th parade. Photo by David Pierini

You could find food at nearly every intersection on West Broadway June 19th. 
Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

A drummer himself, L.A Buckner snaps to the beat of the drumlines passing by with 
his daughter. Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

Clockwise from top left:

Continued on page 23
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The singer Nstang glowed 
on the stage outside UROC 

Saturday, June 17th. 
Photo by David Pierini

Helen Dillon, left, Rachel Hurst and Cierra Hurst watch each others steps as 
they dance to music at Bethune Park Saturday, June 17th. Photo by David Pierini

At Bethune Park on Saturday, actors portraying Civil War-era figures re-enacted the day Maj. 
Gen. Gordan Granger informed the last group of slaves that they were free. Photo by David Pierini

WE’RE BUILDING A NEW 
PUBLIC RECORD. 

Sign up at: www.minneapolis.documenters.org/become-a-documenter @DocumentersPUC

Join us in holding government accountable 
and building community power. 

Get trained and get paid $20 hourly to take 
notes at local government meetings.

All training and work will be done online.  
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www.Minneapolismn.gov/blackbusiness

Explore what Minneapolis Black Business Week has to offer!

Monday, July 24 to Sunday, July 30

BLACK
BUSINESS
WEEK
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By David Pierini, Editor

 The Minneapolis Parks and Recreation 
Board is holding off on levying property 
assessments for the costs of mandated 
tree removals until officials can exhaust a 
search for funding solutions to help cash 
strapped residents. 
 The resolution delaying the tax levy 
comes after months of pressure from 
North Minneapolis activists and residents, 
many on fixed incomes, who criticized the 
forestry department for its aggressive 

approach to removing trees infested with 
emerald ash borer.
 “For me, it is a small victory,” said 
artist and activist Amoke Kubat, who 
has organized Northsiders financially 
impacted by ash tree orders. “We got 
their attention, we’ve got eyes and ears 
on this and the community is rolling up 
their sleeves. Good intentions are not 
good enough. We need some physical 
action on this. This system is broken.”
 Commissioners voted 7-2 on May 
24 to postpone assessments for tree 
costs until Oct. 4. Board President 
Meg Forney, who joined Commissioner 
Steffanie Musich in casting no votes, told 
board members she was afraid of giving 
residents false hope that funds could be 
found. 
 Despite efforts by the board to 
lobby lawmakers this legislative session, 
spending bills did not provide funding 
specifically for needy homeowners. There 
is potential for federal relief funds recently 
awarded to the Department of Natural 
Resources. The board would have to 
go through a grant application process, 
which offers little to people already billed.
 Staff told commissioners it is unlikely 
funding will be made available to provide 

relief for those who already incurred tree 
removal costs. 
 President Pro Tempore Alicia Smith, 
one of the seven who supported the delay, 
urged staff to keep trying to find hardship 
funding.
 “An ounce of hope goes a long 
way,” said Smith, who co-sponsored the 
resolution. “Right now, our community 
is devastated by real life choices that 
they’re making each and every day. This 
is not a false hope, it is saying we are 
exhausting every option we know how 
and if we come up short, at least we go 
down swinging.”
 Some fixed income residents felt 
blind-sided by the condemnation orders 
and were upset over tree removal bills 
that ranged from $2,500 to $6,000. The 
park board gives residents the option to 
spread the costs over five, 10 or 20 years 
on their property taxes with interest. 
 Once a tree is condemned residents 
have 60 days to find their own service 
or indicate they are not able to pay. Do 
nothing and a service can show up to 
remove the tree. 
 The Harrison Neighborhood 
Association ran out of a special fund 
helping homeowners. One non-profit 

organization, Metro Blooms, paid one 
man’s back taxes that grew after he had 
a tree condemned and removed. 
 After months of complaints, Parks 
officials held listening sessions with 
residents in April. During one meeting, the 
state’s equity chief said she would bring 
the issue to the attention of Gov. Tim 
Walz. At other meetings, representatives 
from the city and the Department of 
Natural Resources offered feedback. 
 Emerald ash borer was first 
discovered in the Twin Cities around 2010 
and is currently concentrated in North 
Minneapolis, where hundreds of trees 
have either been removed or marked for 
removal. The ash borer is a shiny beetle 
that lays eggs in the ash tree. The larvae 
feast on a layer of the tree that transports 
water and nutrients to the tree. 
 While treating healthy trees is 
possible, forestry officials say removing 
infested trees is critical to preventing 
further spread. The longer a dying tree 
sits, the more expensive it can be to 
remove, forest officials say. 
 Forestry staff will continue to identify, 

Parks board 
resolution buys 
time to find 
hardship funding 
for ash tree 
removal

Continued on page 23
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We can help! 800-333-2433

Do you have questions about 
Medicare or other topics about aging?

We can help! 800-333-2433

Do you have questions about 
Medicare or other topics about aging?

Diabetes
 Type 2 diabetes has been on the rise 
in the United States. According to the 
Minnesota Department of Health, about 
90-95% of all Minnesota diabetes cases 
are type 2, and around 24,000 new cases 
are diagnosed yearly. In addition, one in 
three adults in Minnesotan has prediabetes 
and many do not know they do, greatly 
increasing their health risk. Without 
lifestyle changes, many pre-diabetics could 
develop type 2 diabetes within five years.
 With type 2 diabetes, the body can no 
longer use insulin or the pancreas does not 
produce enough insulin to manage blood 
sugar levels. Type 2 diabetes can make you 
sick if not monitored and treated, leading 
to heart disease, stroke, end-stage kidney 
disease, blindness and even death.
 The good news is that you can work 
with your doctor, physician’s assistant or 
nurse practitioner to prevent and control 
diabetes. If you eat healthy, exercise and 
get annual physicals and screenings, you 
can manage it. If you are prediabetic, you 
may be able to prevent developing type 2 
diabetes.

Obesity
 Obesity is also on the rise. Minnesotans 
who are obese are at increased risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19 and other 
serious health conditions, including heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes and some 
cancers. 
  Obesity is associated with poor 
physical and mental health, so now is the 
time to focus on your well-being by eating 
healthy and being active. Movement is 
important because it releases endorphins 
– think happy chemicals – in your brain 
and nervous system that can increase your 
feelings of well-being.

Get in the habit
 Taking care of your physical and 
mental health starts with setting healthy 
habits. Many Medicare plans offer extra 
benefits that help you stay healthy such 
as gym memberships and access to 
health promotion classes. Reach out to 
your Medicare insurance plan's customer 
service or benefits department to find out 
what is covered. You may be surprised to 
find out it’s more than you thought!

Important Medicaid /
Medical Assistance update
 The pandemic was a health 
emergency in the United States, 
so if you received Medicaid 
(called Medical Assistance in 
Minnesota), you could maintain 
your coverage throughout the 
pandemic without reapplying. 
However, as of April 1, 2023, 
that has changed and when your 
reapplication date comes up you 
will need to reapply to maintain 
your health insurance. You will 
receive a notification about 
reapplying in your mail. Don't 
ignore this notice! If you have 
moved since you first applied for 
Medical Assistance, learn how to 
update your contact information 
at mn.gov/dhs/mycontactinfo.
 Your Medicare benefits can 
help you get access to check-
ups, screenings and treatments 
and help prevent disease. Get the 
knowledge and support you need 
for a healthy lifestyle.

Jetta Wiedemeier Bower has a master’s degree in public policy. She is the volunteer and outreach manager for the Senior Linkage Line, a free service of the Minnesota 
Board on Aging, delivered by Trellis and other Minnesota Area Agencies on Aging.

By Jetta Wiedemeier Bower, 
Senior LinkAge Line and Trellis
 
 Staying healthy is important, 
but many older Minnesotans 
aren’t taking care of themselves 
as well as they could. Isolation 
during the COVID-19 pandemic is 
partially to blame. Added to that, 
the fear of catching the virus kept 
many from their annual medical 
appointments and screenings.
 The reality is simple: 
Changes in your lifestyle can 
get you back on track, and your 
Medicare benefits can help. Your 
annual check-ups and screenings 
are free, so there’s no reason not 
to care for yourself.

Living Healthy 
with Medicare 
Benefits
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Celebrate with your favorite wine, liquor, beer and more.
And yes, we're open July 4th!

2220 W BROADWAY AVE, MINNEAPOLIS | 612-522-4384 | MON-SAT 10A-10P, SUN 11A-6P

OPEN MON-SAT 10A-10P, SUN 11A-6P

STOCK UP FOR
JULY 4TH

Expert sexual 
health care for all.

We create a space for 
everyone to receive 
the care they need. 
No matter what. 
Online or in person.

  

Free Produce • Community Resources

LOCATION: Parking Lot at Plymouth & Oliver

FRESH FOOD 

9:30 am
until supplies run out
rain or shine

FREE 

MAY
12 & 26

JUNE
9 & 23

JULY
14 & 28

AUGUST
11 & 25

SEPTEMBER
8 & 22

FRIDAYS

Scan this 
QR code for 
NorthPoint 
food shelf 

information

612-767-9500
www.northpointhealth.org
For information about the COVID vaccine, please visit us on the web! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
NORTHSIDE GRADUATES!
Nabil Liban Abdi
Mushtaq Mustaffa Ali
Araya Nicole Allen
Trinity Aniya Allen
Marshawn K. Ambers
Berit Elise Anderson
Vernon Archy Andrews
Hermann Koami Attisso
Savion’e Daray Avery Horne
Mya Bain
Salon Barnett
Kobe Keith Barron
Marcus A. Bartolo
Ashavony Toshia Bates
Maleah Marie Bates
Joseph Xavier Becker
Amarria Ebba Bell
Arianna Ebba Bell
Jada P. Blair
Daevon Anthony Boone
Sharon Braxton
Alexander M’fhine Briggs Jackson
Aaliyah Brown
Jarrell Lamar Byas
Juan Alexander Cabrera Pino
Anaia L. Callender
Gunxang Brendan Chanthavong
Soul Cheng
Sylom A. Chipasong Zimmerman
Ric’Kya Clark
James Terell Clerk
Cavon Cobbs
Earl Deandre’ Cole
Atarius Jaqwan Coleman
Sha’leah Lashae Coleman
Isaiah Curry
Tayvion Dahl
Sean Alexander Daugherty
Khristian P. Davis

Margaret Davis
Mijier R. Davis
Juleismary De Arrastia Santiago
Stephanie Lynn Denham
Juzavious Wade Dickerson
Mykeah Tamara Donald
Jada M. Edwards
Jack Miller Ellingson
Eric Em
Nkurunziza Emmanuel
Eli Robert Fleischman
Ahmad Daquan Freeman
Ariadna Garcia Ruiz
Chakaylah Charell Gettings Powell
Jose Alberto Gonzalez Diaz
Mariel Addie Green
Kemariyon Arvei Hall
Diamond Andrea Hamilton
Narika Annette Hampton
Angela Pachia Hang
Christopher Maurice Harris
Eid Muhumed Hassan
Yasmin Omar Hassan
Dimarione Hawkins
Zatayveon Mar’quell Hawkins
Jarves Bresean Hayes
Alexis Hernandez Gutierrez
Sofia De Jesus Hernandez-Limas
Jamesha L. Hudson Winters
Tyson Hughes
Lanise Da’shay Hunter
Gonzalo Ibarra Perez
Firdausa Ismail Ibrahim
Carnell Eugene Ivie
Taydreonna Vanita Jackson
Bianca E. Jamros
Adreea S. Jarmon
David Lee Jenkins
Antania Anye Johnson

Chyann L. Johnson
Corbin Emanuelle Johnson
Danasia Lachell Jones
Diamond Jones
Natalya Jones
Mi’kya Jannelle T. Jones-Dawson
Luz Karen Juarez Alarcon
Josephine F. Juarez
Saran Kaba
Eve Louachee Khang
Nkauj Zoo Khang
Ian Karl Brenke Knaus
Paul Joseph Kespohl Knoth
Houachee A. Lee
Rebecca Paj Lee
Yuepheng Lee
Lorraine Christine Lige
Ra’mia Lindsey
Ra’mya Lindsey
Joseth Lor
Natalia Simone Love
Nafkot Antennae Makonnen
Bethany Elissa Alexandra Martin
Ashley Mathos Guzman
Maria Elena Castro Mayllashungo 
Denar’rea Ni’yonnah McDaniel
Molly Katherine Minnema
Tae’john Montgomery
Kevin Alexander Morales Gonzalez
Nestor Moreno Guzman
Amariah Tavaeh Morgan-Thomas
Kylee Katherine Morris
Manee Moua
Lance Isaiah Mullins
Joshua Malik Murff
Victoria Kelise Mustin
Kimberly Nieves Flores
Fuad Naser Omer
Gabrielle Orihuela Vera

Ararsa Osman
Amir Jermailne Owens-Whitfield
Javantae Jerid Payne
Eleonora Perez Rios
Gabriele Perez
Denise Pliego-Galan
Noelia Camila Ponce Vazquez
Beautifull Tonya Partee Porter 
Ke’monte Powell
Brittany Ramdharry
Gabriel David Rios Mendoza
Benjamin Azar Ross
Taryn Marie Roy-Toler
Cameron Royal Rush
Mariontae D. Sanders
Andrea Ariel Scott
Ameerah Shaheid
Damiana Nicole Sharp
Antonia Silverio Jaimes 
Yasmin Smaller
La Shawnna Stewart-Jones
Cassandra Anne Streeter
Lashawn Tate
Amy M. Thao
Bill That
Ger Nmn Thao
Kikyo Thao
Pheng Thao
Plia Thao
Newmanm Marcus Thomas
Kalia L. Thompson
Hailey Toledana Saavedra 
Areeanna Triplett
Ivan Steven Valencia Morote
Benjamin Thong Vang
Dee Vang
Ethan Ywjpeng Vang
Kalvin Vang
Karyan Vang

Kongping Ricky Vang
Kouhmong Kingdom Vang
Lana Cintsaiab Vang
Lija Vang
Lucas Houchenmenglulu Vang
Mouachee Vang
Nakeisha Gao Xong Vang
Peter Cherzong Vang
Sulin Vang
Qua’Maine Christopher Verser
Jasmin Villanueva-Gutierrez
Chee Vue
Mackenzie S. Vue
Peter Vue
Montique Walker
Joshua Brandon Waukazo-Voss
Raquel Antoinette Wesley
Maia Selene Weston
Demarcus Lee Williams
Darnel Windom-Peterson
Jason Winfrey
Kyla Elizabeth Worcester
Emily Padong Xiong
Kong Cha Xiong
Michelle H. Xiong
CJ Nathan Yang
Jayson Yang
Lewis Yang
Nancy Yang
Rio Yang Houa Yang
Sher Meng Yang
Yengchachung Yang
Melanie Young
Pablo Zeferino Ballinas
Avery Zimmerman

Jaqueling Arauz
Homero Dominguez
Jayland Baker
Elijah Billingsley
Zelaun Black
Anthony Boyce-Fisk
Dasana Bray
Nitika Bronson
Sadaya Bronson-Alowonle
Lanelle Burton
Antwand Bynum
Savion Caine
Kameron Clay
Lanajia Cole-Johnson
Nataya Cook
Lovonte Davis
Keishaude Gilmer
Josue Gonzalez

Shanell Gordon
Laniya Harper
Cinaya Hill
Jaivon Hill
Courtney Hunter
Ramiyah Jackson
A’Janaye Johnson
Jonquavius Johnson
Tytiana Johnson
Maleyah Jones
Maurice Jones
Dontavius Kanatzer
Aniya Kinney
Kayla Kirk
Jasa Langford
Marcello Malone
Niya’miah Mathews
Iyanna McKenzie

Kah’lia Miller
Aaliyah Muhammad
Mishima Padilla
Davon Perkins
Kamaya Pryor
Caylon Redd
Ariyon Reuben
Auvon Sager
Jaquante Stanback
Ciara Simmons
Jeremiah Sims
William Smith
Janaya Starks
Eliza Tijani
Ezra Tijani
Cortez Wesley
Kiron Williams

EDISON HIGH SCHOOLEDISON HIGH SCHOOL

NORTH HIGH SCHOOLNORTH HIGH SCHOOL

HENRY HIGH SCHOOLHENRY HIGH SCHOOL

The more you talk, play, 
read and sing with a child 
from birth, the better their 
brain develops. Check out 
Little Moments Count for 

tips and tools.

littlemomentscount.org

Anisa Abdi
Dayib Abdi
Masbal Abdi
Nasteho Abdi
Sarah Adjreke
Ahlaan Ali
Pan Anderson-Whitman 
Owen Benson
Mikhi Braboy
Jose Miquel Coria Palma
Victor Cortes-Smith
Claudia De Paz
Miximiliano Domingo
Zaria Gavins
Aline Gavins
Aline Gonzalez Hernandez

Feisal Hashi
Ahmed Hassan
Isaiah Henry
Brian Herron
Savaiya Hines-Matthews
Paul Howard
Mubarak Idris
Amyah Jackson
Volincia Johnson
Jamarius Lynch-Wallace
Nicholas Matthews
Ty’Jai Mayo
Gerard McNeal
Jalen Mercado
Kristy Morocho-Munoz
Andre Morrison

Savaria Owens
Ayden Poisson
Juliyah Reeves
Gary Rivera Jara
Giezi Rodriguez Jimenez
Jon Sanchez
Sahra Siyad
Mianna Sledge
Isreal Tyson
Ana Vail Lopez
Benjamin Vang
Ke’Lizah Wallace
Emmaus Williams
Hugo Wright-Lindner
Claudia Zelaya

Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church 

3333 4th Street N, 
Minneapolis, MN

Distribution Dates 2023

Saturday, July 1 and 15

Saturday, August 5 and 19

Saturday, September 2 and 16

Saturday, October 7 and 21

10 AM – Noon

ALL WELCOME ~ NO QUALIFICATIONS

FREE FRESH 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
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INTRODUCING
THE VALEDICTORIANS
Tenacity  
earned  
Mishima  
Padilla 
North High 
valedictorian 
honors

By David Pierini, Editor, and Victoria Mustin, 
Henry High School 

 Every valedictorian has a close call. As 
they allow the accomplishment to soak 
in, they remember the class, teacher or 
busy schedule that nearly kept them from 
achieving a perfect grade point average.
 But it wasn’t a tough class or stickler 
for rules that nearly upended Henry 
High School’s three valedictorians, each 
leading the class of 2023 with a 4.0 grade 
point average.
 Lija Vang, Molly Minnema and Sofia 
De Jesus Hernandez-Limas conquered 
the quagmire of remote learning during a 
historic pandemic. 
 The world shuttered nearly all its public 
spaces, including schools, in 2020 as a 
containment strategy for COVID-19. A 
system they were  mastering as freshmen 
suddenly switched over to an uncertain 
and hastily organized method of remote 
learning.
 Teachers have described this period 
as “building the plane as you fly.” For 
students, virtual classrooms and the 
home isolation frayed focus and delicate 
psyches. Grades dropped for many 
students, some of whom went silent and 
off-camera after signing in.
 Even for Lija, Molly and Sofia, COVID 
proved their biggest challenge. They each 
had three quarters under their belts when 
the pandemic changed school routines.
 A self-described Type-A personality, 
Molly was a kid who always loved math. 
Trying to learn it remotely, she fell out 
of love with it and math grades nearly 
slipped. 
 Sofia, warm and attentive in 
conversation, sees relationship building 
as key to her success. She said she felt 
unmoored her sophomore year not being 
able to directly meet and interact face to 
face with her teachers.
  Lija said she had grown used to being 
supported by a network of family and 
friends. Asked three words that described 
her freshman year, she responds, “Hard, 

depressing, lonely.” 
 “It was the hardest time, but we also 
learned a lot from that, too,” Lija said. “We 
all have come so far. I believe everybody 
should be valedictorian.”
 Wearing red robes and square caps, 
191 Henry seniors crossed the stage of 
the Minneapolis Convention Center on 
June 11 in the ceremonious passage into 
early adulthood. 
 Lija opted to let Sofia and Molly give 
the customary valedictorian speech.
 Lija and Sofia may bump into each 
other over the next four years on the 
campus of the University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities, where Sofia already is taking 
classes. Lija will study business while 
Sofia takes a love for robotics, cultivated 
since the third grade, to study mechanical 
or aeronautical engineering.
  Molly will play college volleyball and 
study exercise science at the University of 
Sioux Falls in South Dakota.
 Each set out to get the best grades 

possible to reach college. Achieving 
valedictorian was not always in their 
sights. Sofia may have felt a slight 
expectation since her sister, Nayeli, was 
Henry’s valedictorian in 2020.
 “My mom was kind of like, ‘OK, now you 
also have to be valedictorian,’” Sofia said. 
“It wasn’t really pressure. It was kind of 
fun.”
 Molly became more aware of her shot 
her junior year. A natural competitor and 
goal setter from playing volleyball, Molly 
excelled through school and sports with 
a white board, jotting down goals and 
obligations for each day of the month.
 “I’ve always been an athlete and I 
knew since middle school that I wanted to 
pursue volleyball in college,” Molly said. “If 
I kept my grades high, then more college 
coaches would look at me as academically 
and athletically successful.”
 The three valedictorians each walked 
their own path yet operated with the 
same work ethos. This was their advice:

 Molly: “Just write things down. That’s 
what works for me because I don’t 
want to forget anything. Stick to certain 
due dates, try to do a little bit everyday 
and communicate with your teachers, 
especially if you’re struggling.”
 Sofia: “I wouldn’t say I was as 
organized but it helped to keep a planner 
with me and writing things down helped 
me to remember. It’s never easy to get 
good at stuff. Keep trying. Don’t give up 
on the experience.”
 Lija: “I would say don’t procrastinate 
and just be you. You shine the brightest 
when you are you and you work hard. You 
can cry, you can stress, but just get your 
work in.” 
 
Editor’s note: Co-author and North News 
student contributor Victoria Mustin was 
among the 191 seniors to graduate this 
year from Henry. She is headed to Texas 
for college.  

By Azhae’la Hanson, Reporter 

 Unlike most, this year’s valedictorian 
says he wasn't even working for the honor. 
His parents gave him gentle reminders 
to do his best. When the pandemic hit, 
Mishima Padilla took advantage of online 
classes to soar above his classmates.
 “Starting high school in a pandemic, I 
knew I had to be self-driven because I had 
to figure things out on my own,” he said. 
“So I did.”
 That’s not uncharacteristic of this year’s 
valedictorian, whose philosophy since he 
was young has been hard work paves the 
way.
 He transferred to North High his junior 
year from a small town in Northern 
Minnesota because his family was 
struggling financially. As a kid who was 
aware of his family's struggles, Padilla 
steered away from wanting the latest toys. 
His biggest desire was to have a future 
that was financially stable. 
 During his time at North, Padilla 
was unable to gain the plethora of club 
engagements that decorate the typical 
valedictorian's resume. Once school let out, 
he headed across town to work his 5 to 10 
p.m. shift in retail. 
 “You get tired but I got to work for what I 
want,” Padilla said. “My parents don’t force 
me to contribute financially, but I want to 
because it makes me feel better, and I want 

to go to college. It’s expensive.”
 He grew an interest in computer science 
and the STEM wing at North High quickly 
became his favorite place to be, specifically 
the classroom of his favorite teacher, 
computer science teacher Ken Nelson, who 
he’s had both years he’s been at North.
 “He’s one of the best students I’ve ever 
had,” Nelson said. “He has the maturity 
of someone older than I am and he puts 
everything into his work no matter if he 
likes it or not. Whatever he decides to do 
will be great.” 
 Padilla thinks what separates his work 
ethic from others is that people want the 
reward, but fear making mistakes. That’s 
what Padilla thinks is the reason why some 

fail. Some of his failures included poor 
test performance, mishaps at work, and 
sometimes struggling socially. He pushed 
through. He says he works hard to take 
advantage of the grace given to young 
people for making mistakes, so when it's 
time to be an adult, he is ahead of the 
game. 
 “What I've realized is when you’re putting 
in the work you also have to understand 
that it's not all about the reward,” he said. 
“Everything is a lesson. You’ve got to have 
experience to be better.”
 He also believes in sharing success with 
others. 
 “If you're super successful and you’re 
taking from others. That’s not a good 

person,” he said. “People who are 
successful should definitely want to return 
your successes.”
 To Padilla, success is receiving a 
paycheck for a job well done and helping 
his family with groceries, making his 
parents proud, and someday obtaining 
a computer science degree. He wants to 
develop software that helps people in some 
way.  
 Padilla is ready to continue his education 
at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
in the fall. 
 He is hoping he will find the courage to 
talk and meet people, but most importantly, 
work hard. 

Mishima Padilla will be attending the University of Minnesota Twin Cities in the fall to study computer science. Photo by Azhae’la Hanson

The 2023 Henry High School valedictorians are, from left, Sofia De Jesus Hernandez-Limas, Lija Vang and Molly Minnema. 
Photo courtesy of Alex Conover

This Henry 
trio stayed 
organized and 
finished with 
straight A’s

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL
Mishima Padilla

HENRY HIGH SCHOOL
Sofia De Jesus Hernandez-Limas, Lija Vang and Molly Minnema
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Six weeks of tennis fun: Innercity Tennis 
Minneapolis offers free tennis lessons 
through Aug. 4 for youth ages 6-17 at 21 
locations across Minneapolis. No experience 
necessary. Lessons cost $300 for six weeks 
and scholarships are available. Groups are 
divided by age for one-hour lessons Monday 
through Friday at the following Northside 
parks: Bohanon, 8 a.m. (6-10) and 9 a.m. 
(11-17); Folwell 10:30 a.m. (6-10) and 11:30 
(11-17) and Webber, 9 a.m. (6-7), 10 a.m. 
(8-10), 11 a.m. (11-13) and Noon (14-17). 
Visit parks@innercitytennis.org

Youth Club: St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 2901 
Emerson Ave. N. grades 6-12, Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. Transportation available. To 
enroll, call 612-529-7726

Safe Station: Struggling with substance 
abuse? Start your recovery journey at 
Minneapolis Fire Station 14, 2002 Lowry 
Ave. N., where a firefighter or recovery 
coach can help get you a variety of services. 
Open 24 hours. No judgment or shame. 
Safe Station is a partnership with the Twin 
Cities Recovery Project and the Minneapolis 
Fire Department. 

Free legal advice: Legal Aid takes on civil 
cases, such as housing, family, consumer 
tax, immigration and public benefits. The 
non-profit organization now has a clinic 
in the office of the Harrison Neighborhood 
Association, 1501 Glenwood Ave. Services 
are free for those who qualify. Must be 
200 percent of federal poverty guidelines 
or age 60-plus. Hours are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. Walk-
ins welcome, but appointments are 
preferred. Call 612-746-3611 to make an 
appointment.

The Healing Place: The Healing Place is 
back at Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 621 
Elwood Ave. N. It is committed to healing 
trauma in the Black community by helping 
to break the cycle of oppression. It is a safe 
space if you need a prayer, a conversation 
or just a place to sit. Every Wednesday from 
1 to 5 p.m.

Spring/Summer Happenings at Hopewell 
Music: Registration is now open for 
Hopewell summer camps. The camps 
include: Northside United Summer Band 
Camp, July 10-21; Steel drums, July 31-Aug 
5; drop-in choir camp at Webber Library 
starting in June and drop-in bucket drum 
camp, Webber Library, starting in June. Visit 
www.hopewellmusic.com/2023-summer-
camps to register

Food Distribution: Fellowship Missionary 
Baptist Church, 3355 4th Street N., will 
distribute free fresh food on the second and 
fourth Saturdays of each month from 10 
a.m.-noon. There are no pre-qualifications. 
Everyone is welcome.

Free Dinners: The Camden Collective and 
the Sanneh Foundation sponsor a weekly 
free food pickup at Salem Lutheran Church, 
4150 Dupont Ave. N., each Saturday from 
1-3 p.m. Call 612-521-3644 for more 
information. Walkups are welcome. 
 
Pet supplies: Are you in need of pet supplies 
or pet resources? The North Minneapolis 
Pet Resource Center, 1401 44th Ave. N., 
is open for curbside pickup Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 5 p.m.-8 p.m. and Saturday 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Call 764-273-0710 to place 
an order and leave a voicemail.
 
Radio updates in your language: Tune into 
Minneapolis’s cultural radio programs for 
COVID-19 updates. The city is broadcasting 
updates on KMOJ 89.9 FM (English), La 
Raza 95.7 FM (Spanish), KALY 101.7 FM 
(Somali) and WIXK AM 1590 (Hmong).

Minneapolis Ward 4 contact info: If you 
live in Ward 4 and want to reach City 
Councilwoman LaTrisha Vetaw, contact 
Maggie Kohl via email: maggie.kohl@
minneapolismn.gov or cell: 612-258-3982. 
Contact Betsy Brock with other needs 
via email: betsy.brock@minneapolismn.
gov or cell: 612-257-5242. You can also 
reach Vetaw via email: latrisha.vetaw@
minneapolismn.gov or cell: 612-322-1143.

Minneapolis Ward 5 contact info: If you 
live in Ward 5 and want to reach City 
Councilman Jeremiah Ellison, call his office 
at 612-673-2205 or email him at ward5@
minneapolismn.gov. You can also contact 
his policy associate Bethany Turnwall at 
bethany.turnwall@minneapolismn.gov

Hennepin County District 2 contact info: 
To reach Hennepin County Commissioner 
Irene Fernando, call 612-348-7882 or email 
her at irene.fernando@hennepin.us. For 
constituent services contact policy aide Bill 
Emory at 612-348-3526 or at bill.emory@
hennepin.us

Minneapolis Public Schools, District 2: 
Sharon El-Amin is the Board of Education 
director representing North Minneapolis. 
She can be reached at 612-986-3281 or 
Sharon.El-Amin@mpls.k12.mn.us
 
Do you have an ongoing program, meeting 
or event you would like to see published 
in North News? Please send the details to 
DavidP@pillsburyunited.org
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call, which Moriarty claims will help with 
de-escalation.
 Services are free and available from 
10 a.m to 10 p.m by phone at 612-979-
9511.
 In addition, Moriarty stated that 
charging decisions for youth apprehended 
for auto theft will be made in days rather 
than weeks, as well as mandatory 
detention for children who flee the police.  
 Levy-Armstrong said Moriarty’s 
initiatives take steps in the right 
direction, but caution that  parents with 
troubled youth may be hesitant to call a 
hotline because of historically culturally 
incompetent practices between social 
workers and families of color. 

Plymouth Avenue North.
 The project was expected to be active 
in late 2023, however in mid June Xcel 

mark  and condemn trees 
for removal. The delay also 
buys time for residents to 
hire a tree service, which is 
often cheaper than those 
on contract with the parks 
board. 
 District 1 Commissioner 
Billy Menz hoped the 
resolution would spark 
possible partnerships with the 
City of Minneapolis, Hennepin 
County and other entities  to 
assist homeowners. Currently, 
the city offers a zero interest 
loan for eligible homeowners 
that could be used to remove 

a condemned tree. 
 “I don’t know that we can be 
responsible for this but (the resolution) 
is going to encourage us to create those 
systems with the city and collaborate with 
the county to see if we can provide some 
relief to homeowners in difficult situations.”

abruptly announced that they have pulled 
the funding for the projects. Xcel says 
inflation is to blame for the program's 
discontinuation. As project costs 
increased more than 70 percent and that 
supply chain issue created issues with the 
timeline. 
 Staples says he was blindsided by 
the news and is disappointed, but will 
still prepare the Northside buildings to be 
capable of storing batteries for when they 
are able to make the hubs a reality.   
 “We're disappointed about it, but 
we believe we can still make the project 
happen,” Staples said. We still intend to 
make these places resilience hubs, it just 
will look a little different and take longer.” 

acknowledge, remember, learn, and act 
towards the continuous fight for freedom 
that Black Americans still face.
 Hassan Qai As-Sidiq said he appreciates 
the state recognizing Juneteenth but said 
that the day should be more about Black 

empowerment than a day off from work. 
 “I think that maybe we should think 
about how we can promote Black businesses 
on Juneteenth as opposed to just shutting 
down the white economic enterprise,” he 
said. “I think that does a disservice to the 
progression of the Black community.”
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